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MY STORY JATP

EYyIRNYRIAZI2ZT4—-hL v IHH
JATP YA LU 5 —
Larry Rimple

Hello, my name is Larry
Rimple, Director of the
Japanese Agricultural
Training Program at
Big Bend Community
College. I am a native of
Moses Lake, Washington,
and was raised in a family involved with local politics,
the steel and farming supply industry, and a strong
connection to the people of our rural agricultural
community. I am a graduate of BBCC and Washington
State University, and my life journey took me from
the farmlands of Moses Lake to Seattle, and then to
Yokohama, Japan where I have lived for 15 years. My
wife is from Saga, Japan, and we have two wonderful
sons who are both students at the University of
Washington in Seattle.

My connection with JATP started in 1986 as a BBCC
student when I was writing articles about the JATP
program for the BBCC newspaper. Decades later in
2023 I joined JATP as an English Instructor, and in
2024 1 accepted the role of director. I am honored to
be in this position, and enjoy the communication with
our past, current and future JATP trainees. The trainees
bring their own unique life story and personality, and
we are fortunate to have an average of 30 participants
each year who are placed on 16 farms in six states in
the USA.

Each September I meet with the trainees in person
at Tomobe, Ibaraki, where I describe the program
expectations of their 18 months in the USA. I also ask
about their goals, their dreams, and why each of them
chose to join JATP. This helps with making the best farm
placement, and to better prepare our host farms by their
knowing who will be assigned to them.

The constant communication between host farms
and myself is critical to our programs success. The

HEMBREOME
PE—BE A (HETES /S32/ K 3)
M2025 8 A3 H lIcTHiEEInE
Ulzo B 92K T LTz, HEEA 2
HEHE R IR K = OAR = O E I B
LTHA TS, Cihrniiries
Lz, CEEZBHOHAL ETET,

hosts accept our trainees not only to their farms, but
into their personal lives as well. It is common for our
JATP trainees to become considered like family to our
hosts. Our farmers share the American farming culture
which to our small, rural communities is a cherished
experience.

Finding new host farms is our biggest challenge. We
have always succeeded with the smaller, family-owned
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms that
can give more personalized training and also offer
our trainees the opportunity to work individually with
people in the community who buy produce directly from
the farmers. Lower profit margins are a daily struggle
for CSA farms, yet another concern is conglomerate
farming where large nationwide companies are buying
farmland across the United States. This growing
corporatization of agriculture and the financial
sustainability of farming in today’s unpredictable
domestic and world market makes it challenging to
find hosts able to take on a training position. The good
news is that the farms we currently have are passionate
about JATP, and their year after year commitment to
this program is why since 1966, JATP has continued to
prosper!

I am proud to be the director of JATP. I work with
amazing farmers across the United States who enjoy
sharing their knowledge and wisdom with our JATP
trainees. 1 get to see the best young agricultural
trainees from Japan and watch them develop new skills
as farmers and as people. For all of us, this is the reason
JATP has been successful, and why we are here, from its
beginning and to the future.
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